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Friday 23rd April 2021 
From Mrs May 

It has been a lovely sunny week at Longwood. The children have quickly settled back into a routine 

and are already enjoying the summer term. We are delighted to welcome some new members of 

staff to the nursery and the school. Please introduce yourselves and help to make them feel 

welcome.  

The children wanted me to pass on their thanks to all the parents: “We have enjoyed planting our 

sunflower seeds. Thank you, Friends of Longwood.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Longwood Newsletter 
 

 

  

Reminders 

 Every child must have a sunhat. They are available to buy from Beats and djuniforms and are 

part of the school uniform. If a child does not have a sunhat in school, they will not be 

allowed outside on sunny days. This includes playtimes, walking to gym lessons, etc and it 

will cause upset, so please make sure your child has their sunhat in school every day. 

 At the moment, children may wear summer or winter uniform. After 3rd May, summer 

uniform is compulsory for all children. Dresses must be the green Kinsdale corded striped 

dresses. Long trousers are not part of the summer uniform. Blazers are compulsory every 

day. 

 We ask parents to apply sun cream to the children before school. Please use a good quality 

cream designed to last all day long, so that we don’t have to reapply it at school. Please do 

not send cream into school. 

 

Class/Group Photographs 

Next Friday (30th April), the photographer will be coming to Longwood to take 

photos of each school class and nursery group. These will be available for you to buy 

soon. The photographer will magically piece them together to produce a photograph 

of everyone at Longwood. If your child does not normally attend on Fridays and you 

wish for them to be in a photo, you may bring them in 5 minutes before their 

allotted time slot. Parents will have to wait outside (please remember social 

distancing). Unfortunately, we will not be able to delay photos for any families who 

are running late. The schedule is as follows: - 

9.45 – Little Willow 10.15 – Oak  10.45 – FS  11.15 – UKS2 

9.55 – Apple  10.25 – FT  10.55 – KS1 

10.05 – Cherry  10.35 - FW  11.05 – LKS2 

 

Cereal Box Donations 

We are going to collect boxes of breakfast cereal to donate to the Watford Foodbank. To 

make it more exciting, we will be doing a fun activity with the donations at 9am next 

Friday. Please can every child bring in a box so that they can take part. Let’s work together 

and help our local community. All part of improving the Environment! 

  



Longwood Newsletter 
 

 

  

Easter Challenges 

Reading – Mrs Rastrick had a great response from LKS2 for the reading challenge, with all but 

one child taking part. Particularly good effort again from Dillan, earning his house 332 house 

points and from Jaya, who earnt 201 house points. All children took part in UKS2 with Nusaybah 

reading the most, scoring 109 house points.  

Science – Mrs Bointon was happy to receive lots of entries from all classes, the most coming from 

KS1 and LKS2. The ones that stood out in particular were Keya for well observed drawings, Leonora 

for very detailed descriptions of her observations, Carlotta for great pictures and sentences and 

Neel for lots of detail and for planting the biggest variety of seeds.  

Maths – Mrs Bresler was very impressed with all the entries sent in for the maths challenge. 

She couldn’t believe the variety of work and she shared some of the artwork (yes, artwork for 

a maths challenge!) in assembly this morning. Special mentions were given to Christian B 

(whose work was 3D!), Daniel, Dillan, Keya and Rai.  

I know that everyone enjoyed these fun challenges and hopefully learnt along the way. My 

thanks to the teachers for organising them. 

 

Extra-Curricular Directory 

I'm Kerri, Josie's mummy (KS1). At the recent Parent Forum held with Mrs May, there were some 

fantastic new suggestions given around improvements or new initiatives that could be taken on. 

Much discussion was held around extra-curricular activities the school is offering, and how parents 

would like to see more. However, given the size of the school, it isn't 

always possible to have sports teams within each year group or time and 

space to host other activities that may be desired.  So, we talked about 

building club-school links locally to help give our children a variety of 

opportunities.  After speaking with Mrs May, I have volunteered to create 

a directory of local clubs that is accessible for everyone to view. 

How can you help?  If you know of a local club, whether your child attends 

or not, that you would like to suggest, please send the details to me and I 

will make contact with them to build the link with the school and then put 

them into the directory.  Please email klendon4@hotmail.com . 

 

After-School Clubs 

All current club details are now on the website under “Wraparound Care”. Madame is offering 

French Club for KS1 pupils on Mondays from 3-3.30 this term. 

 

mailto:klendon4@hotmail.com
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Battery Recycling 

We have a collection box for old batteries in our main office. If you have any old batteries at 

home, please bring them to us for recycling. Don’t throw them away! 

 

Message from Mrs Rastrick – Reading Subject Leader 
 
As part of our long term development plan, we want to help the children to improve their reading 
skills. This includes the mechanics of reading itself, comprehension skills and developing a lifelong 
love of reading. We have prepared a workshop for parents of children in preschool and upwards to 
explain the importance of reading, what reading skills the children at Longwood need and how you 
can help your child at home. It is imperative that we all understand what is involved and work 
together to help our children to be the best that they can be. So please put this date in your diary 
now. It will take place on Zoom on Thursday 29th April at 7pm. Here is the link.  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81444345855?pwd=ZWs5OFdwZ09yRGdRelpTMTJJTkRJQT09  
 
 
The Road to Tokyo 

Don’t forget to keep logging your physical activities. We 

surpassed our first goal of getting to Paris and then surpassed our 

second goal of getting to Athens and our third goal of getting to 

Atlanta. Now we are on our way to Rio. Let’s work together and 

see how far we can go. 

https://www.getset.co.uk/travel-tokyo/longwood-school-

nursery-wd23-2qg/school-team-8621?schoolSlug=longwood-

school-nursery-wd23-2qg&teamId=undefined  

 

News from FW 

Amaya is going to be having her first ever hair cut next week and she has asked if she can donate her 

hair to the Little Princess Trust. She absolutely loves having long hair so this is a really big deal for 

her. Her family is incredibly proud of her as a 4-year-old wanting to do something so kind, and her 

parents have set up a Just Giving page so that donations can be made to the charity to cover the cost 

of making the wig. We all think this is fantastic too and we can’t wait to see Amaya’s new look. Good 

luck, Amaya! If you would like to donate, here is the link https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/dipa-

patel4  

 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81444345855?pwd=ZWs5OFdwZ09yRGdRelpTMTJJTkRJQT09
https://www.getset.co.uk/travel-tokyo/longwood-school-nursery-wd23-2qg/school-team-8621?schoolSlug=longwood-school-nursery-wd23-2qg&teamId=undefined
https://www.getset.co.uk/travel-tokyo/longwood-school-nursery-wd23-2qg/school-team-8621?schoolSlug=longwood-school-nursery-wd23-2qg&teamId=undefined
https://www.getset.co.uk/travel-tokyo/longwood-school-nursery-wd23-2qg/school-team-8621?schoolSlug=longwood-school-nursery-wd23-2qg&teamId=undefined
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/dipa-patel4
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/dipa-patel4
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Nursery News  

Oak children have enjoyed building their bug hotel for all the creepy crawlies in the secret garden. 

They even helped to plant flowers on the top! The children love learning about the different 

creatures that live in the garden and about the different types of flowers. “Look I found a 

sunflower”. “No, that's a dandelion,” I heard one child say to another. 

  

Parent Guidance  Tiny Happy People (from the BBC) This website https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-

happy-people is great for parents and carers of children under 5yrs or those who are expecting a 

new baby. It is full of useful tips, advice, activities, science and facts about your child’s development 

and how you can help them. The activities are fun and easy to carry out at home. So go on and give 

it a go. Not only will you have fun with your child but you will also be helping your child grow and 

develop. Please feel free to send us pictures and information about any activity you have tried. We 

would love to see them.  

If you go down to your library today. As from Monday 12 April, families are able to visit most 

Hertfordshire libraries to choose their own books. They have been buying new titles throughout the 

year so there are lots of exciting new books to discover, as well as classic favourites. They have 

switched off the Ready Reads pre-ordering service and instead families can pick up Grab and Go 

packs of pre-selected picture books or board books if you don’t want to spend time choosing your 

own. 

There are huge benefits to using a library. Children enjoy choosing their own books and they get to 

explore a huge range of quality titles that they would not find elsewhere. As they are borrowing 

books rather than buying them, it does not matter if they decide they don’t like a story, it can just be 

swapped for a new one on their next visit. 

It may be a while before libraries can resume their popular baby rhyme times and toddler tales in 

the library, so these will continue on Facebook and you can see which libraries are offering weekly 

sessions here. 

Some of the smaller community libraries are not open yet but they are working towards a full service 

over the next few weeks. You can find out opening times for your local library here. 

For more information please contact margaret.street@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people
https://best-start-herts.tfemagazine.co.uk/13-april-2021/news-and-information/Libraries%20Events%20and%20things%20to%20do%20%7C%20Hertfordshire%20County%20Council
https://best-start-herts.tfemagazine.co.uk/13-april-2021/news-and-information/Libraries%20Events%20and%20things%20to%20do%20%7C%20Hertfordshire%20County%20Council
https://best-start-herts.tfemagazine.co.uk/13-april-2021/news-and-information/Library%20opening%20hours%20and%20locations%20%7C%20Hertfordshire%20County%20Council
mailto:margaret.street@hertfordshire.gov.uk
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Menus Next week, we will be serving week 4 menus.  

 

Attachments to the Newsletter 

 Bingo Poster 

 

 Friends of Longwood Update 

Welcome from Friends of Longwood (FoL) to our update page.  

FoL are a group of parents that raise money and do the extra bits  

that make the school a tight-knit community. 
 

 

Cereal Box Donations – Fri 30th April 
Please can your child (Pre-school – Year 6) bring in a cereal box to school on Friday 
30th April. We will be donating these boxes to Watford Food Bank and supporting 
our local environment. The children will be having some fun with the boxes first!  
 

 

Virtual Bingo Night – Fri 7th May 7pm 
Our Bingo Night is just two weeks away. The deadline for returning your form is 
today. If you would like to take part in the fun then please return the reply slip 
attached asap to Madame. Please see attached flyer for more info. It would be great 
to have a full house! 

 

Schools Lottery  
Thank you to everyone who continues to support our School Lottery. Every week one 
person wins a local prize (30% of the week’s ticket sales) in addition to being in the 
running for the £25k jackpot prize.  

 

All the money we raise from Schools Lottery will go towards building a fantastic 
outdoor stage on the school playground for our school and nursery children. To 
make this happen, we need to sell 50 tickets a week. If you would like to buy a ticket 
(£1 each) then visit: https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/longwood-
school-and-nursery 

  

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/longwood-school-and-nursery
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/longwood-school-and-nursery
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Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Friday 30th April 9am Cereal box event Please bring in a box of cereal 
to donate to the local 
foodbank. 

Friday 30th April During the morning Class/group photos Full school uniform for 
everyone (no PE kits). If your 
child does not attend on 
Fridays, you are welcome to 
pop in for your group photo. 
Please ask for your time. 

Wednesday May 
5th 

7.30pm on Zoom FoL Meeting All parents welcome. Please 
use the link below 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84719242921?pwd=T0dvQmF5Q3Z1Y2dMY2pKTnJKaGY2dz09 
 

Friday 7th May All day NSPCC Number Day Maths activities through the 
day. Please bring £1 for NSPCC 
donation. 

Friday 7th May 7pm on Zoom Bingo Night Details attached to 19/3 
newsletter 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82649380635?pwd=SG5yUFdicFc2VUZyaXVIY0N2Skc4QT09 
 

Friday 14th May All day Pyjamarama Watch the newsletter for 
details 

Wednesday 9th 
June 

All day UKS2, LKS2, KS1 
and FS Trip to Kew 
Gardens 

Full school uniform and packed 
lunch. The cost is £15. 

Saturday 26th 
June 

Lunchtime Family Fun Day Details to follow. Please hold 
the date 

Thursday 1st July 11am Preschool Sports 
Day 

Provisional date 

Thursday 1st July 12.15pm Whole School Picnic Provisional date 

Thursday 1st July 1pm FS-UKS2 Sports Day Provisional date 

Saturday 3rd July  Lunchtime Family Fun Day 
reserve date 

In case the weather makes us 
postpone on 26/6  

Monday 6th Sept All day INSET day for all 
staff 

Longwood will be closed to all 
children. 

Monday 3rd Jan 
2022 

All day INSET day for all 
staff 

Longwood will be closed to all 
children. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84719242921?pwd=T0dvQmF5Q3Z1Y2dMY2pKTnJKaGY2dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82649380635?pwd=SG5yUFdicFc2VUZyaXVIY0N2Skc4QT09

